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iv ALEXIS DE TOCQUEVILLE

rank who revealed to the world the most enduring fea-
tures of the august structure which had been erected upon
those foundations. The student of national policies would
not be apt to look for a champion or even an apologist
of democracy to one of the porphyrogeniti, owing his privi-
leges to the artificial stratification of human society. And
yet De Tocqueville’s book had the singular and distin-
guished merit of finding equally enthusiastic readers on
both sides of the political equator, the Conservatives as
well as the Liberals finding so much in it to their respect-
ive tastes that neither could exclusively appropriate its
doctrines to partisan ends, while both found in it material
from which they were able to fashion weapons of which
they found it convenient to avail themselves.

To account for the notable impartiality of this work,
written at a time when it was more of a reproach at any
court in Europe to be called a democrat than to be called
a profligate, a liar, or a gambler, it is necessary to glance
at some of the peculiar circumstances under which its
author was born and bred, and which may be said to have
educated him for this, the monumental work of his life.
De Tocqueville’s father, the Count de Tocqueville, had
distinguished himself as an economist and as an admin-
istrator during the Empire and the Restoration, as Prefect
of Metz, of Amiens, and of Versailles, and as a peer of
France. He was also the author of two standard historical
works, one entitled “ Histoire philosophique du régne de
Louis XV,” and the other “ Coup d’ceil sur le régne de
Louis XVI.” His mother was a granddaughter of Male-
sherbes, one of the illustrations of the French magistracy,
at whose country place the Count and Mademoiselle le
Pelletier were married only a few weeks after the execu-
tion of Louis XVI. It was the high noon of the French
Revolution, when it might have been said of Paris, as in
Shakespeare’s “ Tempest,” “ Hell has broke loose, and all
the devils are here!” A dreary honeymoon was in pros-
pect. Six months had scarcely elapsed when the eldest
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tinction with which even De Tocqueville might reasonably
have been content. Perhaps he should have been, though
his friend and colabourer, De Beaumont, while admitting
that his qualities were admirably suited to the magistra-
ture, “ doubted if that was the calling most suited to his
abilities.” Whether such was the case or not was not des-
tined to be tested. The fires of the French Revolution
had been covered up, but not extinguished; its ‘heat was
still felt, though for years it had been giving no light.
Both its heat and its light reappeared in the Revolution of
1830, which brought a representative of the Orleans fam-
ily to the throne in the person of Louis Philippe, and to
France a quasi-parliamentary government.

Though his family were passionate royalists, and viewed
with horror the new form of popular government which
had floated to the surface, De Toequeville regarded the
result with the eye of a philosopher. He found that a spirit
of freedom had been let loose among his country people
in 1789, an echo of the Revolution beyond the Atlantic
in 1776, which all the statesmanship of France had not
been able effectually to conjure. He wisely concluded that
the natural history of this monster—its uses if it could be
domesticated, its extermination if it could not be—were
better worth studying and understanding than any other
problem of statecraft then in sight. The discouragement
of any prospects of promotion in the magistracy under the
new régime helped him to this conclusion, and he wisely
determined that the best way to forecast the destiny of
France was to study the genius of popular sovereignty in
situ and on the throne which France had helped to estab-
lish for it beyond the Atlantic. He communicated his plans
to his friend and colleague, De Beaumont, then Substitut
du Procureur du Roi, who warmed to the suggestion. But
as magistrates they could not leave without permission, for
‘asking which some sufficient pretext must be assigned.
This was found in a proposition to investigate the peni-
tentiary system, which had proved successful in the United
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equal force to all the Latin races. Recent events appear
to lend a peculiar interest to the following and concluding
portion of his reflections upon this subject:

“ The history of the last ten centuries presents, it must
be confessed, a singular spectacle. We see France under-
take a vast colonial system. The plans are skilfully con-
ceived, the places well chosen. They contemplate the
union, by a continuous change of posts, of the waters of
the St. Lawrence and the Mississippi, and thus founding
in the centre of North America a new French empire, of
which Canada and Louisiana were to be but outlets. Great
sacrifices of men, of money, and efforts were made to ac-
complish this result. The Government was constantly
occupied with these new establishments, and never for an
instant relaxed its efforts to direct them; and yet, despite
all those efforts, the colonies languished. The soil spread
itself out in vain before the footsteps of the French. They
did not penetrate the fertile deserts which surrounded them.
The population scarcely increased at all, and ignorance did.
The new society remained stationary. It gained neither
power nor wealth. It finally, after a heroic resistance, suc-
cumbed to foreign aggression. Near to this, on the sea-
coast, the English established themselves. Some are sent
by the mother-country, others flee from her. Once on
American soil, one would say they had become foreigners
to England, so little did they seem preoccupied with their
government. They have from the beginning their political
assemblies and their judicial tribunals; they select most of
their magistrates, organize their militia and police, and
make laws. The home government does not meddle with
their domestic affairs, looking only to the protection of
their commerce and to their defence from enemies. And
yet establishments thus abandoned to themselves, which
cost neither money, care, nor efforts to the mother-country,
double their population every twenty years and become
centres of wealth and intelligence. . . . Another thing is
to be considered. To found a distant colony, a nation
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De Tocqueville was then too inexperienced an author,
and still too much of an aristocrat, to realize that in three
respects Gosselin was his superior, for he could print, pub-
lish, and sell a book, while De Tocqueville could do nei-
ther, and those were precisely the services he required of
Gosselin, and no other. The book appeared in January,
1835. In April, De Tocqueville writes again to his friend
De Beaumont:

“ Yesterday morning I went to Gosselin. He received
me with his most beaming face, and said, ‘ Ah! so it ap-
pears that your book is a masterpiece.” Does this not paint
the tradesman? I sat down. We talked about the second
edition. We were obliged to make a bargain, which I did
as awkwardly as possible, and looking like a little boy be-
fore his master. In short, I found no objections to make
to any of his proposals, and, after putting on my head
the hat I had been twirling in my hand for the last quarter
of an hour, I went away convinced of two things: First,
that Gosselin intended to behave well; and, secondly, that,
though a little man, I am in business a great dunce.”
Which was no doubt true, as it is with most authors in
their premiére couche. Gosselin had no right to expect
for any book treating of American democracy with respect
and philosophical earnestness, a demand in those days for
more than five or six hundred copies, still less any such
demand as that which awaited the book then coming to
the birth. De Tocqueville was as much surprised by its
reception as its publisher. Within a month after its publi-
cation he wrote to a friend:

“ Hitherto the book is succeeding wonderfully. I am
astonished at its popularity, for, belonging to no party,
I feared, if not a failure, at least a cold reception. I am
welcomed everywhere, and receive advances everywhere
that surprise me. Royer Collard sent for me and said,
with many compliments, that, in his opinion, my book was
the most remarkable political work that had appeared in
thirty years. I am much astonished at my position, and
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xiv ALEXIS DE TOCQUEVILLE

their power; that society was tending every day more
and more to equality, and dragging them and every one
else along with it; that the only choice lay between two
inevitable evils; that the question had ceased to be,
whether they would have an aristocracy or a democracy,
and now lay between a democracy, without poetry or ele-
vation, indeed, but with order and morality, and an un-
disciplined and depraved democracy, subject to sudden
frenzy or to a yoke heavier than any that has galled man-
kind since the fall of the Roman Empire. I wished to
diminish the ardour of the Republican party, and, without
disheartening them, to point out their only wise course.
I have endeayoured to abate the claims of the aristocrats,
nd to make them yield to an irresistible future. so that
¢ the impulse in one quarter and resistance in the other,
bemg less violent, society may march on peaceably toward
the fulfilment of its destiny. This is the dominant idea
in the book—an idea which embraces all the others, and
that you ought tqQ have made out more clearly. Hitherto,
however, few have discovered it. I please many persons
of opposite opinions, not because they penetrate my mean-
ing, but because that, looking only to one side of my work,
they think they find in it arguments in favour of their own
convictions. But I have faith in the future, and I hope
that the day will come when all will see clearly what now
only a few suspect.”

In a letter to one of his English friends he wrote:

“ Democratic and aristocratic prejudices are alternately
ascribed to me. I should perhaps have had these or those
had I been born in another century or in another coun-
try, but the accident of my birth has easily enabled me to
defend myself against either tendency. I came into the
world at the end of a long revolution, which, after de-
stroying the former state of things, had created nothing
lasting in its place. Aristocracy was already dead when

. I began to live, and democracy was not yet in existence.

No instinct, therefore, impelled me blindly toward one or
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which it is not likely that any future speculations will sub-
vert, to whatever degree they may modify them, while its
spirit and the general mode in which it treats its subject
constitute it a beginning of a new era in the scientific study
of politics.”

Henry Reeve, who was asked by some publisher to
translate this book, said in his diary, recently published:
“M. de Tocqueville’s book, ‘ De la démocratie en ’Amé-
rique,’ is a work of first-rate order—perhaps the most im-
portant treatise on the science of states that has appeared
since Montesquieu—and nothing can be more worthy of
attention and thought. I declined translating it because I
am determined never to write a sentence which I do not
believe in my inmost heart. . . . I will not promulgate
an erroneous doctrine.” Reeve was then twenty-two years
old, and his youth is some excuse for this boyish gascon-
ade. He did not have to live very long to change his
mind and translate the book, in spite of what he termed
“its erroneous doctrine.” In less than a month, having
met with De Tocqueville at dinner, he says in his diary:
“He is a very agreeable man, and the more I see of his
book (which I have now nearly finished) the more I like it.
My first impression as to its democratic tendency was en-
tirely erroneous. He regards democracy as the inevitable
lot of Europe, and as an evil which we had best prepare to
meet, since we can not escape it.”

Because he understood De Tocqueville to treat de-
mocracy as a scourge which Europe can not escape, and
therefore must prepare to make the best terms she could
with it, he reconsidered his determination. Thirteen years
after De Tocqueville’s death, Reeve gave his more ma-
ture opinion of our author, of which it is but just to give
him the benefit: “ If there be any truth or merit in the
opinions I have formed on the state of France and the
history of her revolutions, their value is due in great part
to the author of ‘ Democracy in America.’ . . . My own
opinions were no doubt affected by the influence of that
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September 12, 1837, in which, after a brief reference to
those facts, he adds:

“1 will say at once, sir, that in so numerous a body,
where parties are balanced, it is very doubtful if the direct
action of the Government is the means best adapted for
success. But, in any event, I will say that it is impossible
for me to accept an official candidature. Under other cir-
cumstances such an avowal on my part to the official repre-
sentative of Rouen would appear very extraordinary. But
I know to whom I write, and, if the president of the coun-
cil blames me, I shall boldly appeal to M. Molé, to whose
esteem, permit me to say, I attach more value than to
his support, and of whose approval of my course I feel sure.
You know well, sir, that I am not an enemy of the Gov-
ernment in general, nor especially of those who rule at
present. But I wish to be in a condition to give a free
and intelligent co-operation, which I could not do if I
allowed myself to be nominated by the Government. There
are those who on entering the Chamber forget the means
by which they did it. I am not one of them. . .. You
have permitted me to consider you as a relative and a
friend; I address you now as both.”

To this specimen of what in modern political parlance
would be called the mugwumpery of adolescence, Count
Molé sent the following reply, dated Paris, September 14,
1837, which is too admirable both in form and substance
to be omitted from any account of De Tocqueville’s pub-
lic life:

“ MY DEAR SIr: I'am in receipt of a letter from you
which demands a prompt and ample reply. I will return
frankness for frankness, and since from beginning to end
I do not share any of the sentiments or principles which
inspired you to write it, I will have the courage to tell you
so. At the outset I disclaim and, if need be, protest against
the distinction which you make between the president of
the cabinet and M. Molé. If the latter had need to efface
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it so. Indeed, I deserved that you should speak to me
with this frankness. But you are incapable of believing
that I take the duties with which I am charged, ‘si peu
au sérieux ’ as to desire to see you win under the flag of
our opponents. My duties, as you must know, are of the
most painful as well as most onerous that a man can under-
take. For me it involves more sacrifices than for many,
because to it I must sacrifice not only my intellectual and
moral tastes, but all my habits of life completely. But I
should feel that I was failing in the purposes of Providence
if I did not meet my destiny with courage. I feel that in
existing circumstances the country would run some risk
if power should actually pass to other hands. If I do not
deceive myself, honest and sensible men owe me some
esteem, even some encouragement and support. Now, to
resume, it shall be done as you wish. I have urged your
selection, inside as well as outside of the cabinet, against
all comers ‘a l'outrance.’” I confess it. I do not know
your prefect, but apparently he has divined my wishes.
To-day I shall tell the minister that we can not support
you anywhere. Our friends—for we have some—will fight
you, for in the matter of an election neutrality is impos-
sible. If you are chosen, I shall congratulate you all the
more. Permit me to add that my pleasure will be increased
by my expectation that experience in affairs and with men
may be able to draw you nearer to those unfortunate min-
isters of whom it appears to you now so disastrous to have
the support. In whatever ranks you may place yourself,
you will be none the less for me a kinsman and a friend
whom I honour and love, endowed with one of the most
elevated natures and rarest talents which our epoch has
produced. MoLE.”

" Other letters followed this somewhat combustible cor-
respondence, which have not been thought suitable for
publication, but by a letter from De Tocqueville, written
about ten days after that from Count Molé, relations of
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ence. To use an expression of his most devoted friend,
De Beaumont, we may say of those works that they are
an intellectual arsenal in which the friends of freedom will
long come to seek weapons; statesmen, maxims; feeble
characters, energy; and all thinkers, ideas.

JorN BIGELOW.
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DEMOCRACY IN AMERICA

CHAPTER 1

EXTERIOR FORM OF NORTH AMERICA

North America divided into two vast regions, one inclining toward the
Pole the other toward the Equator—Valley of the Mississippi—Traces
of the revolutions of the globe—Shore of the Atlantic Ocean where
the English Colonies were founded—Difference in the appearance of
North and of South America at the time of their discovery—Forests of
North America—Prairies—Wandering tribes of natives—Their out-
ward appearance, manners, and language—Traces of an unknown

people.

ORTH AMERICA presents in its external form
N certain general features which it is easy to dis-

criminate at the first glance. A sort of methodical
order seems to have regulated the separation of land and
water, mountains and valleys. A simple but grand ar-
rangement is discoverable amid the confusion of objects
and the prodigious variety of scenes. This continent is
divided, almost equally, into two vast regions, one of
which is bounded on the north by the Arctic Pole, and
by the two great oceans on the east and west. It stretches
toward the south, forming a triangle, whose irregular
sides meet at length below the great lakes of Canada.
The second region begins where the other terminates, and
includes all the remainder of the continent. The one
slopes gently toward the Pole, the other toward the
Equator.
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10 DEMOCRACY IN AMERICA

valley of the Mississippi; the whole continent, in short,
seemed prepared to be the abode of a great nation, yet
unborn.

In that land the great experiment was to be made,
by civilized man, of the attempt to construct society upon
a new basis; and it was there, for the first time, that theo-
ries hitherto unknown, or deemed impracticable, were to
exhibit a spectacle for which the world had not been pre-
pared by the history of the past.

! The Red River of the North,

? See Appendix, A.

8 Malte Brun tells us that the water of the Caribbean Sea is so trans-
parent that corals and fish are discernible at a depth of sixty fathoms.
The ship seems to float in the air, the navigator becomes giddy as his eye
penetrates through the crystal flood, and beholds submarine gardens, or
beds of shells, or gilded fishes gliding among tufts and thickets of sea-
weed.

4 See Appendix, B.

8 With the progress of discovery some resemblance has been found to ex-
ist between the physical conformation, the language, and the habits of the
Indians of North America, and those of the Tongous, Mantchous, Mon-
gols, Tartars, and other wandering tribes of Asia. The land occupied by
these tribes is not very distant from Behring’s Strait, which allows of the
supposition that at a remote period they gave inhabitants to the desert
continent of America.

¢ See Appendix, C.

TWe learn from President Jefferson's ‘‘ Notes upon Virginia” that
among the Iroquois, when attacked by a superior force, aged men refused
to fly or to survive the destruction of their country ; and they braved death
like the ancient Romans when their capital was sacked by the Gauls.
Further on he tells us that there is no example of an Indian who, having
fallen into the hands of his enemies, begged for his life ; on the contrary,
the captive sought to obtain death at the hands of his conquerors by the
use of insult and provocation. What is said by Jefferson is of especial
weight, on account of the personal merit of the writer, of his peculiar
position, and of the matter-of-fact age in which he lived.

$ See Appendix, D.
























































































































46 DEMOCRACY IN AMERICA

times the laws are made by the people in a body, as at
Athens; and sometimes its representatives, chosen by
universal suffrage, transact business in its name, and al-
most under its immediate control.

In some countries a power exists which, though it is
in a degree foreign to the social body, directs it, and forces
it to pursue a certain track. In others the ruling force is
divided, being partly within and partly without the ranks
of the people. But nothing of the kind is to be seen in the
United States; there society governs itself for itself. All
power centres in its bosom; and scarcely an individual is
to be met with who would venture to conceive, or, still
less, to express, the idea of seeking it elsewhere. The
nation participates in the making of its laws by the choice
of its legislators, and in the execution of them by the choice
of the agents of the executive government; it may almost
be said to govern itself, so feeble and so restricted is the
share left to the administration, so little do the authorities
forget their popular origin and the power from which
they emanate.!

NoOTE

1 See Appendix, H.






























































































































































































































































































































































































































174 DEMOCRACY IN AMERICA

81 I do not speak of a confederation of small republics, but of a great
consolidated Republic.

8 See the Mexican Constitution of 1824.

® For instance, the Union possesses by the Constitution the right of
selling unoccupied lands for its own profit. Supposing that the State of
Ohio should claim the same right in behalf of certain territories lying
within its boundaries, upon the plea that the Constitution refers to those
lands alone which do not belong to the jurisdiction of any particular
State, and consequently should choose to dispose of them itself, the liti-
gation would be carried on in the names of the purchasers from the State
of Ohio and the purchasers from the Union, and not in the names of Ohio
and the Union. But what would become of this legal fiction if the Federal
purchaser was confirmed in his right by the courts of the Union, while
the other competitor was ordered to retain possession by the tribunals of
the State of Ohio?

® Kent'’s ‘‘ Commentaries,” vol. i, p. 244. Ihave selected an example
which relates to a time posterior to the promulgation of the present Con-
stitution. If I had gone back to the days of the Confederation, I might
have given still more striking instances. The whole nation was at that
time in a state of enthusiastic excitement ; the Revolution was represent-
ed by a man who was the idol of the people ; but at that very period Con-
gress had, to say the truth, no resources at all at its disposal. Troops
and supplies were perpetually wanting. The best-devised projects failed
in the execution, and the Union, which was constantly on the verge of
destruction, was saved by the weakness of its enemies far more than by
its own strength.
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preme. This majority is principally composed of peace-
able citizens, who, either by inclination or by interest, are
sincerely desirous of the welfare of their country. But
they are surrounded by the incessant agitation of parties,
which attempt to gain their co-operation and to avail
themselves of their support.








































































196 DEMOCRACY IN AMERICA

Notes

} They only write in the papers when they choose to address the peo-
ple in their own name; as, for instance, when they are called upon to
repel calumnious imputations, or to correct a misstatement of facts.

! See Appendix, P.

8 However, it may be doubted whether this rational and self-guiding
conviction arouses as much fervour or enthusiastic devotedness in men as
their first dogmatic belief,






























































































































































































































270 DEMOCRACY IN AMERICA

heroism, but to create habits of peace; if you had rather
witness vices than crimes and are content to meet with
fewer noble deeds, provided offences be diminished in the
same proportion; if, instead of living in the midst of a
brilliant state of society, you are contented to have pros-
perity around you; if, in short, you are of opinion that
the principal object of a Government is not to confer the
greatest possible share of power and of glory upon the
body of the nation, but to insure the greatest degree of
enjoyment and the least degree of misery to each of the
individuals who compose it—if such be your desires, you
can have no surer means of satisfying them than by equal-
izing the conditions of men, and establishing democratic
institutions.

But if the time be passed at which such a choice was
possible, and if some superhuman power impel us toward
one or the other of these two governments without con-
sulting our wishes, let us at least endeavour to make the
best of that which is allotted to us; and let us so inquire
into its good and its evil propensities as to be able to foster
the former and repress the latter to the utmost.

NoOTES

1 At the time of my stay in the United States the Temperance Socie-
ties already consisted of more than 270,000 members, and their effect had
been to diminish the consumption of fermented liquors by 500,000 gallons
per annum in the State of Pennsylvania alone.

? The same remark was made at Rome under the first Casars. Mon-
tesquicu somewhere alludes to the excessive despondency of certain Ro-
man citizens who, after the excitement of political life, were all at once
flung back into the stagnation of private life.

























































UNLIMITED POWER OF THE MAJORITY 289

‘* A very pretty piece of modesty on their parts ! rejoined I.

‘* Why, the truth is that they are not disinclined to vote, but they are
afraid of being maltreated : in this country the law is sometimes unable
to maintain its authority without the support of the majority. Butin
this case the majority entertains very strong prejudices against the blacks,
and the magistrates are unable to protect them in the exercise of their
legal privileges.”

‘‘What! then the majority claims the right not only of making the
laws, but of breaking the laws it has made?”

% This power may be centred in an assembly, in which case it will be
strong without being stable; or it may be centred in an individual, in
which case it will be less strong, but more stable.

¢ I presume that it is scarcely necessary to remind the reader here, as
well as throughout the remainder of this chapter, that I am speaking, not
of the Federal Government, but of the several governments of each State,
which the majority controls at its pleasure,

¥ March 15, 1789,
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imitation of all democratic peoples, would commit a very
great mistake; they must have paid more attention to
the form than to the substance of my ideas. My aim has
been to show, by the example of America, that laws, and
especially manners, may exist which will allow a demo-
cratic people to remain free. But I am very far from
thinking that we ought to follow the example of the
American democracy, and copy the means which it has
employed to attain its ends; for I am well aware of the
influence which the nature of a country and its political
precedents exercise upon a constitution; and I should
regard it as a great misfortune for mankind if liberty were
to exist over all the world under the same forms.

But I am of opinion that if we do not succeed in grad-
ually introducing democratic institutions into France, and
if we despair of imparting to the citizens those ideas and
sentiments which first prepare them for freedom, and
afterward allow them to enjoy it, there will be no inde-
pendence at all, either for the middle classes or the nobil-
ity, for the poor or for the rich, but an equal tyranny over
all; and I foresee that if the peaceable empire of the ma-
jority be not founded among us in time, we shall sooner
or later arrive at the unlimited authority of a single despot.

NOTES

! The United States have no metropolis, but they already contain sev-
eral very large cities. Philadelphia reckoned 161.000 inhabitants and
New York 202,000 in the year 1830. The lower orders which inhabit these
cities constitute a rabble even more formidable than the populace of Eu-
ropean towns. They consist of freed blacks, in the first place, who are
condemned by the laws and by public opinion to an hereditary state of
misery and degradation. They also contain a multitude of Europeans
who have been driven to the shores of the New World by their misfortunes
or their misconduct ; and these men inoculate the United States with all
our vices, without bringing with them any of those interests which coun-
teract their baneful influence. As inhabitants of a country where they
have no civil rights, they are ready to turn all the passions which agitate
the community to their own advantage ; thus within the last few months
serious riots have broken out in Philadelphia and in New York. Dis-
turbances of this kind are unknown in the rest of the country, which is
nowise alarmed by them, because the population of the cities has hitherto
exercised neither power nor influence over the rural districts. Neverthe-






CHAPTER XVIII

THE PRESENT, AND PROBABLE FUTURE CONDITION OF THE
THREE RACES INHABITING THE TERRITORY OF THE
UNITED STATES '

Races of North America—Condition of the Indian tribes which inhabit
the territory possessed by the Union—Situation of the black popula-
tion in the United States, and dangers with which its presence threat-
ens the Whites.

HE principal part of the task which I had imposed
T upon myself is now performed. I have shown, as
far as I was able, the laws and the manners of the
American democracy. Here I might stop; but the reader
would perhaps feel that I had not satisfied his expecta-
tions. ~
The absolute supremacy of democracy is not all that
we meet with in America; the inhabitants of the New
World may be considered from more than one point of
view. In the course of this work my subject has often
led me to speak of the Indians and the Negroes; but I
never have been able to stop in order to show what place
these two races occupy in the midst of the democratic
people whom I was éngaged in describing. I have men-
tioned in what spirit, and according to what laws, the
Anglo-American Union was formed; but I could only
glance at the dangers which menace that confederation,
while it was equally impossible for me to give a detailed
account of its chances of duration, independently of its
laws and manners. When speaking of the United repub-
lican States, I hazarded no conjectures upon the perma-
nence of republican forms in the New World, and when
358




























































372 DEMOCRACY IN AMERICA

civilization and barbarism. Wherever this race has multi-
plied the savage state has become modified, and a great
change has taken place in the manners of the people.!?

The success of the Cherokees proves that the Indians
are capable of civilization, but it does not prove that they
will succeed in it. This difficulty which the Indians find
in submitting to civilization proceeds from the influence
of a general cause, which it is almost impossible for them
to escape. An attentive survey of history demonstrates
that, in general, barbarous nations have raised themselves
to civilization by degrees and by their own efforts. When-
ever they have derived knowledge from a foreign people,
they have stood toward it in the relation of conquerors,
and not of a conquered nation. When the conquered
nation is enlightened, and the conquerors are half savage,
as in the case of the invasion of Rome by the Northern
nations or that of China by the Mongols, the power which
victory bestows upon the barbarian is sufficient to keep up
his importance among civilized men, and permit him to
rank as their equal, until he becomes their rival: the one
has might on his side, the other has intelligence; the former
admires the knowledge and the arts of the conquered, the
latter envies the power of the conquerors. The barbarians
at length admit civilized man into their palaces, and he
in turn opens his schools to the barbarians. But when the
side on which the physical force lies also possesses an intel-
lectual preponderance, the conquered party seldom become
civilized; it retreats, or is destroyed. It may therefore be
said, in a general way, that savages go forth in arms to
seek knowledge, but that they do not receive it when it
comes to them.

If the Indian tribes which now inhabit the heart of
the continent could summon up energy enough to at-
tempt to civilize themselves, they might possibly succeed.
Superior already to the barbarous nations which surround
them, they would gradually gain strength and experience,
and when the Europeans should appear upon their bor-
ders, they would be in a state, if not to maintain their in-
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found in that hemisphere are either slaves or freedmen.
Thus the negro transmits the eternal mark of his ignominy
to all his descendants; and although the law may abolish
slavery, God alone can obliterate the traces of its exist-
ence.

The modern slave differs from his master not only in
his condition, but in his origin. You may set the negro
free, but you can not make him otherwise than an alien
to the European. Nor is this all; we scarcely acknowledge
the common features of mankind in this child of debase-
ment whom slavery has brought among us. His physi-
ognomy is to our eyes hideous, his understanding weak,
his tastes low; and we are almost inclined to look upon
him as a being intermediate between man and the brutes.3!
The moderns, then, after they have abolished slavery, have
three prejudices to contend against, which are less easy
to attack, and far less easy to conquer, than the mere fact
of servitude: the prejudice of the master, the prejudice of
the race, and the prejudice of colour.

It is difficult for us, who have had the good fortune to
be born among men like ourselves by nature, and equal
to ourselves by law, to conceive the irreconcilable differ-
ences which separate the negro from the European in
America. But we may derive some faint notion of them
from analogy. France was formerly a country in which
numerous distinctions of rank existed, that had been cre-
ated by the legislation. Nothing can be more fictitious
than a purely legal inferiority; nothing more contrary to
the instinct of mankind than these permanent divisions
which had been established between beings evidently simi-
lar. Nevertheless, these divisions subsisted for ages; they
still subsist in many places; and on all sides they have left
imaginary vestiges, which time alone can efface. If it be
so difficult to root out an inequality which solely originates
in the law, how are those distinctions to be destroyed
which seem to be based upon the immutable laws of Nature
herself? When I remember the extreme difficulty with
which aristocratic bodies, of whatever nature they may be,
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repulses them from that office. The same schools do not
receive the child of the black and of the European. In the
theatres, gold can not procure a seat for the servile race
beside their former masters; in the hospitals they lie apart;
and although they are allowed to invoke the same Divinity
as the whites, it must be at a different altar, and in their
own churches with their own clergy. The gates of Heaven
are not closed against these unhappy beings; but their
inferiority is continued to the very confines of the other
world; when the negro is defunct, his bones are cast aside,
and the distinction of condition prevails even in the equal-
ity of death. The negro is free, but he can share neither
the rights, nor the pleasures, nor the labour, nor the af-
flictions, nor the tomb of him whose equal he has been
declared to be; and he can not meet him upon fair terms
in life or in death.

In the South, where slavery still exists, the negroes are
less carefully kept apart; they sometimes share the labour
and the recreations of the whites; the whites consent to
intermix with them to a certain extent, and although the
legislation treats them more harshly, the habits of the
people are more tolerant and compassionate. In the South
the master is not afraid to raise his slave to his own stand-
ing, because he knows that he can in a moment reduce
him to the dust at pleasure. In the North the white no
longer distinctly perceives the barrier which separates him
from the degraded race, and he shuns the negro with the
more pertinacity, since he fears lest they should some day
be confounded together.

Among the Americans of the South, Nature sometimes
reasserts her rights, and restores a transient equality be-
tween the blacks and the whites; but in the North pride
restrains the most imperious of human passions. The
American of the Northern States would perhaps allow the
negress to share his licentious pleasures if the laws of his
country did not declare that she may aspire to be the legiti-
mate partner of his bed; but he recoils with horror from
her who might become his wife.
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of the West; they met with a new soil and an unwonted
climate; the obstacles which opposed them were of the
most various character; their races intermingled, the in-
habitants of the South went up toward the North, those
of the North descended to the South; but in the midst of
all these causes the same result occurred at every step, and
in general the colonies in which there were no slaves be-
came more populous and more rich than those in which
slavery flourished. The more progress was made, the
more was it shown that slavery, which is so cruel to the
slave, is prejudicial to the master.

But this truth was most satisfactorily demonstrated
when civilization reached the banks of the Ohio. The
stream which the Indians had distinguished by the name
of Ohio, or Beautiful River, waters one of the most mag-
nificent valleys which ever has been made the abode of
man. Undulating lands extend upon both shores of the
Ohio, whose soil affords inexhaustible treasures to the
labourer; on either bank the air is wholesome and the cli-
mate mild, and each of them forms the extreme frontier
of a vast State: that which follows the numerous windings
of the Ohio upon the left is called Kentucky, that upon
the right bears the name of the river. These two States
only differ in a single respect; Kentucky has admitted
slavery, but the State of Ohio has prohibited the existence
of slaves within its borders.3*

Thus the traveller who floats down the current of the
Ohio to the spot where that river falls into the Mississippi
may be said to sail between liberty and servitude; and a
transient inspection of the surrounding objects will con-
vince him as to which of the two is most favourable to
mankind. Upon the left bank of the stream the popula-
tion is rare; from time to time one descries a troop of
slaves loitering in the half-desert fields; the primeval for-
est recurs at every turn; society seems to be asleep, man
to be idle, and nature alone offers a scene of activity and
of life. From the right bank, on the contrary, a confused
hum is heard which proclaims the presence of industry;
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as in the productive years of youth. Payment must equally
be made in order to obtain the services of either class of
men: the free workman receives his wages in money, the
slave in education, in food, in care, and in clothing. The
money which a master spends in the maintenance of his
slaves goes gradually and in detail, so that it is scarcely
perceived; the salary of the free workman is paid in a
round sum, which appears only to enrich the individual
who receives it, but in the end the slave has cost more than
the free servant, and his labour is less productive.?”

The influence of slavery extends still further; it affects
the character of the master, and imparts a peculiar tend-
ency to his ideas and his tastes. Upon both banks of the
Ohio the character of the inhabitants is enterprising and
energetic; but this vigour is very differently exercised in
the two States. The white inhabitant of Ohio, who is
obliged to subsist by his own exertions, regards temporal
prosperity as the principal aim of his existence; and as
the country which he occupies presents inexhaustible re-
sources to his industry and ever-varying lures to his activ-
ity, his acquisitive ardour surpasses the ordinary limits of
human cupidity; he is tormented by the desire of wealth,
and he boldly enters upon every path which fortune opens
to him; he becomes a sailor, a pioneer, an artisan, or a
labourer with the same indifference, and he supports, with
equal constancy, the fatigues and the dangers incidental
to these various professions; the resources of his intelli-
gence are astonishing, and his avidity in the pursuit of
gain amounts to a species of heroism.

But the Kentuckian scorns not only labour, but all the
undertakings which labour promotes; as he lives in an
idle independence, his tastes are those of an idle man;
money loses a portion of its value in his eyes; he covets
wealth much less than pleasure and excitement; and the
energy which his neighbour devotes to gain turns with him
to a passionate love of field sports and military exercises;
he delights in violent bodily exertion, he is familiar with
the use of arms, and is accustomed from a very early age
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it may be attacked in the name of the master, and, upon
this point, interest is reconciled with morality.

As these truths became apparent in the United States,
slavery receded before the progress of experience. Servi-
tude had begun in the South, and had thence spread to-
ward the North; but it is now retiring. Freedom, which
started from the North, now descends uninterruptedly
toward the South. Among the great States, Pennsyl-
vania now constitutes the extreme limit of slavery to
the North: but even within those limits the slave system
is shaken: Maryland, which is immediately below Penn-
sylvania, is preparing for its abolition; and Virginia, which
comes next to Maryland, is already discussing its utility
and its dangers.®®. .

No great change takes place in human institutions
without involving among its causes the law of inheritance.
When the law of primogeniture obtained in the South,
each family was represented by a wealthy individual, who
was neither compelled nor induced to labour; and he was
surrounded, as by parasitic plants, by the other members
of his family who were then excluded by law from sharing
the common inheritance, and who led the same kind of
life as himself. The very same thing then occurred in all
the families of the South as still happens in the wealthy
families of some countries in Europe, namely, that the
younger sons remain in the same state of idleness as their
elder brother, without being as rich as he is. This identical
result seems to be produced in Europe and in America by
wholly analogous causes. In the South of the United
States the whole race of whites formed an aristocratic body,
which was headed by a certain number of privileged indi-
viduals, whose wealth was permanent, and whose leisure
was hereditary. These leaders of the American nobility
kept alive the traditional prejudices of the white race in
the body of which they were the representatives, and main-
tained the honour of inactive life. This aristocracy con-
tained many who were poor, but none who would work;
its members preferred want to labour, consequently no
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suspending the growth of the evil which is daily increasing
in the States.’® The negro race will never leave those
shores of the American continent to which it was brought
by the passions and the vices of Europeans; and it will
not disappear from the New World as long as it continues
to exist. The inhabitants of the United States may retard
the calamities which they apprehend, but they can not
now destroy their efficient cause.

I am obliged to confess that I do not regard the aboli-
tion of slavery as a means of warding off the struggle of
the two races in the United States. The negroes may long
remain slaves without complaining; but if they are once
raised to the level of free men, they will soon revolt at
being deprived of all their civil rights; and as they can not
become the equals of the whites, they will speedily declare
themselves as enemies. In the North everything con-
tributed to facilitate the emancipation of the slaves; and
slavery was abolished, without placing the free negroes in
a position which could become formidable, since their
number was too small for them ever to claim the exercise
of their rights. But such is not the case in the South.
The question of slavery was a question of commerce and
manufacture for the slave-owners in the North; for those
of the South, it is a question of life and death. God forbid
that I should seek to justify the principle of negro slavery,
as has been done by some American writers! But I only
observe that all the countries which formerly adopted that
execrable principle are not equally able to abandon it at
the present time.

When I contemplate the condition of the South, I
can only discover two alternatives which may be adopted
by the white inhabitants of those States: viz., either to
emancipate the negroes, and to intermingle with them;
or, remaining isolated from them, to keep them in a state
of slavery as long as possible. All intermediate measures
seem to me likely to terminate, and that shortly, in the
most horrible of civil wars, and perhaps in the extirpation
of one or other of the two races. Such is the view which
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tion does not light upon the men of our own time who
are the instruments of these outrages; but I reserve my
execration for those who, after a thousand years of free-
dom, brought back slavery into the world once more.

Whatever may be the efforts of the Americans of the
South to maintain slavery, they will not always succeed.
Slavery, which is now confined to a single tract of the
civilized earth, which is attacked by Christianity as unjust,
and by political economy as prejudicial; and which is now
contrasted with democratic liberties and the information
of our age, can not survive. By the choice of the master,
or by the will of the slave, it will cease; and in either case
great calamities may be expected to ensue. If liberty be
refused to the negroes of the South, they will in the end
seize it for themselves by force; if it be given, they will
abuse it ere long.

NoTtes

! The native of North America retains his opinions and the most insig-
nificant of his habits with a degree of tenacity which has no parallel in
history. For more than two hundred years the wandering tribes of North
America have had daily intercourse with the whites, and they have never
derived from them either a custom or an idea. Yet the Europeans have
exercised a powerful influence over the savages; they have made them
more licentious, but not more European. In the summer of 1831 I hap-
pened to be beyond Lake Michigan, at a place called Green Bay, which
serves as the extreme frontier beyond the United States and the Indians
on the northwestern side. IHere I became acquainted with an American
officer, Major H., who, after talking to me at length on the inflexibility of
the Indian character, related the following fact: ‘I formerly knew a
young Indian,” said he, ‘‘ who had been educated at a college in New
England, where he had greatly distinguished himself, and had acquired
the external appearance of a member of civilized society. When the war
broke out between ourselves and the English in 1812, I saw this young
man again; he was serving in our army, at the head of the warriors of
his tribe, for the Indians were admitted among the ranks of the Ameri-
cans, upon condition that they would abstain from their horrible custom
of scalping their victims. On the evening of the battle of —, C. came
and sat himself down by the fire of our bivouac. I asked him what had
been his fortune that day; he related his exploits; and growing warm
and animated by the recollection of them, he concluded by suddenly open-
ing the breast of his coat, saying, ‘ You must not betray me—see here !’
And I actually beheld,” said the major, ‘‘ between his body and his shirt
the skin and hair of an English head, still dripping with gore.”
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habits of civilized life to the savages, the French too often grew passion-
ately fond of the state of wild freedom they found them in. They be-
came the most dangerous of the inhabitants of the desert, and won the
friendship of the Indian by exaggerating his vices and his virtues. M.
de Senonville, the Governor of Canada, wrote thus to Louis XIV in 1685 :
*“ It has long been believed that in order to civilize the savages we ought
to draw them nearer to us. But there is every reason to suppose we have
been mistaken. Those which have been brought into contact with us
have not become French, and the French who have lived among them are
changed into savages, affecting to dress and live like them.” (‘‘ History
of New France,” by Charlevoix, vol. ii, p. 345.) The Englishman, on the
contrary, continuing obstinately attached to the customs and the most in-
significant habits of his forefathers, has remained in the midst of the
American solitudes just what he was in the bosom of European cities ; he
would not allow of any communication with savages whom he despised,
and avoided with care the union of his race with theirs. Thus while the
French exercised no salutary influence over the Indians, the English have
always remained alien from them.

18 There is in the adventurous life of the hunter a certain irresistible
charm, which seizes the heart of man and carries him away in spite of
reason and experience. This is plainly shown by the memoirs of Tanner,
Tanner is a European who was carried away at the age of six by the In-
dians, and has remained thirty years with them in the woods. Nothing
can be conceived more appalling than the miseries which he describes,
He tells us of tribes without a chief, families without a nation to call
their own, men in a state of isolation, wrecks of powerful tribes wander-
ing at random amid the ice and snow and desolate solitudes of Canada,
Hunger and cold pursue them; every day their life is in jeopardy.
Among these men manners have lost their empire, traditions are without
power. They become more and more savage. Tanner shared in all these
miseries ; he was aware of his European origin; he was not kept away
from the whites by force; on the contrary, he came every year to trade
with them, entered their dwellings, and witnessed their enjoyments ; he
knew that whenever he chose to return to civilized life he was perfectly
able to do so—and he remained thirty years in the deserts. When he
came into civilized society he declared that the rude existence which he
described had a secret charm for him which he was unable to define ; he
returned to it again and again ; at length he abandoned it with poignant
regret; and when he was at length fixed among the whites, several of his
children refused to share his tranquil and easy situation. I saw Tanner
myself at the lower end of Lake Superior; he seemed to me to be more
like a savage than a civilized being. His book is written without either
taste or order; but he gives, even unconsciously, a lively picture of the
prejudices, the passions, the vices, and, above all, of the destitution in
which he lived.

¥ The destructive influence of highly civilized nations upon others
which are less so, has been exemplified by the Europeans themselves.
About a century ago the French founded the town of Vincennes upon the
Wabash, in the middle of the desert ; and they lived there in great plenty
until the arrival of the American settlers, who first ruined the previous
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take the title of chief would be punished by a fime of 1,000 dollars and a
year’s impriscament. Whea these laws were eaforced upoa the Choc-
taws, who inkabited that district, the tribe assembled, their chief commu-
nicated t0 them the intentions of the whites, and read 10 them some of
the laws to which it was intended that they should sabmit; and they
unasimously declared that it was better at ococe to retreat again iato the
wilds.

® The Georgians, who are so much annoyed by the proximity of the
Indians, inhabit a territory which does 80t at preseat coatain more thas
seven inhabitants to the square mile. In France there are one hundred
and sixty-two inhabitants to the same extent of country.

B [a 1818 Congress appointed commissioners 10 visit the Arkansas
territory, accompanied by a deputation of Creeks, Choctaws, and Chicka-
saws. This expedition was commanded by Messrs. Kennerly, M Coy,
Wash Hood, and John Bell. See the different reports of the commission-
ers, and their journal, in the ‘‘ Documents of Congress,” No. 87, House
of Representatives.

% The fifth article of the treaty made with the Creeks in August, 1790,
is in the following words : ‘* The United States solemnly guarantee to the
Creek nation all their land within the limits of the United States.”

The seventh article of the treaty concluded in 1791 with the Cherokees
says : ‘‘ The United States solemnly guarantee to the Cherokee nation all
their lands not bereby ceded.” The following article declared that if any
citizen of the United States or other settler not of the Indian race should
establish himself upon the territory of the Cherokees, the United States
would withdraw their protection from that individual, and give him up
to be punished as the Cherokee nation should think fit.

% This does not prevent them from promising in the most solemn
manner to do so. Sec the letter of the President addressed to the Creek
Indians, March 23, 1829. (*‘ Proceedings of the Indian Board,” in the
city of New York, p. 5.) * Beyond the great river Mississippi, where a
part of your nation has gone, your father has provided a country large
enough for all of you, and he advises you to remove to it. There your
white brothers will not trouble you ; they will have no claim to the land,
and you can live upon it, you and all your children, as long as the grass
grows, or the water runs, in peace and plenty. It will be yours forever.”

The Secretary of War, in a letter written to the Cherokees, April 18,
182¢ (see the same work, p. 6), declares to them that they can not expect
to retain possession of the lands at that time occupied by them, but gives
them the most positive assurance of uninterrupted peace if they would
remove beyond the Mississippi: as if the power which could not grant
them protection then, would be able to afford it to them hereafter!

# To obtain a correct idea of the policy pursued by the several States
and the Union with respect to the Indians, it is necessary to consult, 1st,
**The Laws of the Colonial and State Governments relating to the Indian
Inhabitants.” (See the *‘Legislative Documents,” 21st Congress, No.
319.) 2d, * The Laws of the Union” on the same subject, and especially
that of March 30, 1802. (See Story’s ‘‘ Laws of the United States.”) 3d,
‘* The Report of Mr. Cass, Secretary of War, relative to Indian Affairs,”
November 29, 1823.
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% The exact numbers given by the census of 1830 were : Kentucky,
688,844 ; Ohio, 937.679.

% Independently of these causes, which, wherever free workmen
abound, render their labour more productive and more economical than
that of slaves, another cause may be pointed out which is peculiar to
the United States: sugar-cane has hitherto been cultivated with suc-
cess only upon the banks of the Mississippi, near the mouth of that river
in the Gulf of Mexico. In Louisiana the cultivation of sugar-cane is
exceedingly lucrative, and nowhere does a labourer earn so much by his
work, and, as there is always a certain relation between the cost of pro-
duction and the value of the produce, the price of slaves is very high in
Louisiana. But Louisi is one of the Confederate States, and slaves
may be carried thither from all parts of the Union ; the price given for
slaves in New Orleans consequently raises the value of slaves in all the
other markets. The consequence of this is that, in the countries where
the land is less productive, the cost of slave labour is still very consider-
able, which gives an additional advantage to the competition of free labour.

% A peculiar reason contributes to detach the two last-mentioned States
from the cause of slavery. The former wealth of this part of the Union
was principally derived from the cultivation of tobacco. This cultiva.
tion is specially carried on by slaves ; but within the last few years the
market-price of tobacco has diminished, while the value of the slaves
remains the same. Thus the ratio between the cost of production and
the value of the produce is changed. The natives of Maryland and Vir-
ginia are therefore more disposed than they were thirty years ago to give
up slave-labour in the cultivation of tobacco, or to give up slavery and
tobacco at the same time.

® The States in which slavery is abolished usually do what they can
to render their territory disagreeable to the negroes as a place of resi-
dence; and as a kind of emulation exists between the different States in
this respect, the unhappy blacks can only choose the least of the evils
which beset them.

® There is a very great difference between the mortality of the blacks
and of the whites in the States in which slavery is abolished ; from 1820
to 1831 only one out of forty-two individuals of the white population died
in Philadelphia ; but one negro out of twenty-one individuals of the black
population died in the same space of time. The mortality is by no means
80 great among the negroes who are still slaves.

4! This is true of the spots in which rice is cultivated; rice-grounds,
which are unwholesome in all countries, are particularly dangerous in
those regions which are exposed to the beams of a tropical sun. Euro-
peans would not find it easy to cultivate the soil in that part of the New
World if it must necessarily be made to produce rice ; but may they not
subsist without rice-grounds ?

# These States are nearer to the equator than Italy and Spain, but the
temperature of the continent of America is very much lower than that of
Europe.

4 The Spanish Government formerly caused a certain number of peas-
ants from the Azores to be transported into a district of Louisiana called
Attakapas, by way of experiment. These settlers still cultivate the soil
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without the assistance of slaves, but their industry is so languid as
scarcely to supply their most necessary wants,

# We find it asserted in an American work, entitled *‘ Letters on the
Colonization Society,” by Mr. Carey, 1833, *‘ that for the last forty years
the black race has increased more rapidly than the white race in the State
of South Carolina; and that if we take the average population of the five
States of the South into which slaves were first introduced—viz., Mary-
land, Virginia, South Carolina, North Carolina, and Georgia—we shall
find that from 1790 to 1830 the whites have augmented in the proportion
of 80 to 100, and the blacks in that of 112 to 100.”

In the United States, in 1830, the population of the two races stood as
follows :

States where slavery is abolished, 6,565,434 whites; 120,520 blacks.
Slave States, 3,960,814 whites ; 2,208,102 blacks.

4 This opinion is sanctioned by authorities infinitely weightier than
anything that I can say: thus, for instance, it is stated in the ‘‘ Memoirs
of Jefferson " (as collected by M. Conseil) : ‘* Nothing is more clearly writ-
ten in the book of destiny than the emancipation of the blacks; and it is
equally certain that the two races will never live in a state of equal free-
dom under the same government, so insurmountable are the barriers
which nature, habit, and opinions have established between them.”

4 If the British West India planters had governed themselves, they
would assuredly not have passed the Slave Emancipation Bill which the
mother-country has recently imposed upon them.

41 This society assumed the name of ‘‘ The Society for the Colonization
of the Blacks.” See its annual reports ; and more particularly the fif-
teenth. See also the pamphlet, to which allusion has already been made,
entitled ‘‘ Letters on the Colonization Society, and on its Probable Re-
sults,” by Mr. Carey, Philadelphia, 1833.

48 This last regulation was laid down by the founders of the settle-
ment ; they apprehended that a state of things might arise in Africa simi-
lar to that which exists on the frontiers of the United States, and that if
the negroes, like the Indians, were brought into collision with a people
more enlightened than themselves, they would be destroyed before they
could be civilized.

4 Nor would these be the only difficulties dependent upon the under-
taking ; if the Union undertook to buy up the negroes now in America,
in order to transport them to Africa, the price of slaves, increasing with
their scarcity, would soon become enormous ; and the States of the North
would never consent to expend such great sums for a purpose which
would procure such small advantages to themselves. If the Union took
possession of the slaves in the Southern States by force, or at a rate de-
termined by law, an insurmountable resistance would arise in that part of
the country. Both alternatives are equally impossible.

% In 1830 there were in the United States 2,010,327 slaves and 319,439
free blacks, in all 2,329,766 negroes; which formed about one fifth of the
total population of the United States at that time.
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